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of By what warrant of Scriptmre or #therwiſe, can any Church of Chriſt inepoſe any 
| ſuch expreſſe and formall covenant upon thoſe that deſire memberſhip with 
4 them, as a peremptory conditionof their admittance,as is now generally pra- 


Uijed in all your Churches , We conceive the Scripture no where juſtifteth 
theſe proceedings, but rather judge theres much evill, and manifold in- 
conveniences inthe cxating and urging ſuch a covenant. 


7- 


FIRST, 

W..G@ Onhdent we are (as confidence it felfe can. make us) 
that there igpo Commandement given to the Church- 
es tor exafting any ſuch Covenant of thoſe that are to 
bee admicted into Church-tellowſhip with them, {6 
SRSS2y that we conceive any fuch cxation to bee a meere 
SW ESP © humane invention,and a ſtraine of that wiſedome that 
deſires not only to exalt it ſelfe above all thatis praiſed by men,but a- 
bove thatwhich is written by God himſelfe ; yea, though inſtances & 
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(2) 
examples could be produced of ſuch Covenants both demanded and gi- 


ven, yet this may fland, without any warrant of Jawtulnefſe,. much 
more without the impoſition of any neceſſity upon Churches at this 


day to make the like demand of their intended members ; and moſt of « 


all it may ſtand without any neceſſity lying upon Churches, to make 
the demand as of a duty of abſolute neceſlitie, 

Firſt, no example bindeth but by vertue,and in the ſtrength of ſome 
commandement, & if there were any thing neceſſary to be done which 
is not commanded by God, then muſt there be found weakenetle & im- 
perfeRion in his Law ; therefore to make any thing neceſſary which 
the Law of God maketh not neceffary,zs not to keepe the Law but (as James 
faith) to 7rdge 2t. Ta | 

Secondly, there be examples found of many things done by many 

Chriſtians{(yca by whole Churches) in the primitive timkes, not onely 
lawfully bu with high and ſpecjall approbation, the doing whereof 
in theſe times isnot onely no' wayes neceſſary, *but' lyable to mitich 
queſtion, whether lawful] or convenient. The felling of lands and 
houſes,by thoſe that were the poſſeſſors of them, and bringing and 
laying downe the money at the Apoſtles feer,was prattiſed (we know) 
in the Apoſtles times, AG.4.34,35. And a Tertullian wimeſſeth, conti- 
wed 200,yceres together in theChurch, ButT know no man now that pleads 
for the neceility of any ſuch praRice, yea whether it would not bee 
much inexpedient for the Goſpell, (and conſequently in ſome degrees 
unlawfull) ifnow pur in praftice, a few thoughts would ſufficiently 
diſcover. 

' Thirdly, and laſtly, There is no queſtion to be made, but that ma- 
ny times the diverſification of circumſtances, and aſpets of things in 
the world, and courſe of Gods providence, have not onely a lawfull 
power of difſolving the binding force and authority of many exam- 
ples, but of ſuſpending our obedience to many rules, precepts, and ex- 
hortations: as for example, that kinde of falutation betweene -men 
mentioned, Gen,27.26.1 Sam,20.41. and &ftelſcwhere,being generally 
left and out of uſe, thoſe injunRions of Pax!, Rom, 16. 16. 1 Cor. 16, 
20. andelſewhere, Greet yea one another with an holy kiſſe, impoſe 
no ſuch: literality upon the Saints in theſe dayes as they did, when 
#bey were written; neither doe I conceive (nor I ſuppoſe you) thar 
the Elders of the Church are now bound to annoint the ſick with 
oyle, becauſe this is commapded, James 5, 14. neither doe I' con- 
ceive 
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ceive that the French Churehes Tye under any guilt of 
lin, for ſutfering their teachers to have their heads cove” 
red'in their publicke miniſtry notwithſtanding that rule of 
diretion of Pax!, 1 Cor, 11, 4. Every man praying or prea” 
ching having any thing on his head, diſhonovreth his head; 
becauſe that topicall cultome amongſt the Grecians, upon 
which Paz! built this rule or affertion, is wholly diſuſed by their 
Nation, and the contrary generally praiſed amongſt them. 
Though I doe not thinke this .Scripture is to be reltrained to 
the teacher only , but to concerne as well the whole Aifembly of 
men preſent, who are all here ſaid ropray or prophecy in a paſllive 
ſenſe, (as: women alſo are) that is,to partake of theſe ordinan- 
ces with the teacher : Other like inſtances might be given. And 
doubtleſſe the ruje that Cameron gives, who was a man of as 


| Eimucch learning, ſharpenefſe of wit, anil happineffe in opening the 


Scriptures as any the reformed Churches in France, yea I may ſay 
in any part of the world have enjoyed of latter times, is molt true, 
T here are many things commanded in Pauls Epiſtles, whereof there us 
no uſe at this day, (viz. as touching the literall and preciſe obſer- 
vation)as is that of prophecying,1 Cor,14.and concerning the ha- 
bit of women prophecying,which belong not to our times; bur 
concerning prophecying wee ſhall God willing move ſome ſpe- 
ciall Quere's atterward. And I verily beleeve, that one maine rea» 
ſon and grand occaſion of all ſeparation from us, (on that hand you 
are gone) is, becaufe the words of theſacred text fitted to particular 
occaſions, and to the condition of the times wherein they were written, 
are taken and applyed by ſuch men to themſelves aud others, a they find 
them, without due reſpect had to thoſe weighty and material differences 
that are between one and the other : as might be demonſtrated at large, 
(if ic were any part of our preſent purpoſe.) In th: meane time e- 
vident it is by what hath bcene Gaid.chat though particular inſtan- 
ces could be produced, wherein the Covenantſo much magnifi- 
ed, ſo indifpenſably urged by your Churches (generally) upon 
their members before their particular admiſſion, yea by fm a- 
ſters of your way defended in writing as the ery forme and eſſence 
of -a true Church, (the writing here hath gone a long time under 
our owne name, but of late I heare you have diſclaimed it) hath 
ne praiſed by former Churches and put upon thoſe _— 
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(4) 
d:ſired memberſhip with them,yet there is no ſufficient ground to 
conclude a neceſſity now lying upon all Churches to doe the like, 
except there be a precept or command found for the doing of it, 


no nor yetto prove a lawfulneſle of doing it, except circumſtan- 


ces lyecleare and faire for the doing it, nay a precept or com- 
mand it ſelfe will not evince a neceſſity hereof, it any maſter or 
grand circumſtance be now changed or altered, upon which the 
prec:pt was given: but yet notwithſtanding I adde, in the Se- 
cond place,neither doe the Scriptures afford axy inſtance or _ 
wherein any ſuch Covenant hath ever been demanded or exaed by 
any particular Church of thoſe who deſired tellowſhip with it : 
But many inſtances there are wherein onely upon a ſober profeſſion of 
their faith in Chriſt and entertainement of the Goſpel, men have 
beene received into Churches without the leaſt noiſe or mention of any 


ſuch Covenant, Af.2,41, They that gladly received bis word wer 


Baptized, and the ſame day there were added unto | the Church] 
about three thouſand ſoules:ſome of your judgements ftrongl 

conccite that they eſpy their Covenant in thele words | were 4 
ded, | but ſurely if they were afliited by the ſame imagination they 
might as ſoone diſcover it in thoſe words, Ger. 1. In the begin- 
ning God made Heaven and Earth; for to any reaſonable and 
dilingaged apprehenſion, that word | were added] with the num- 
ber of converts joyned with it, onely cxpreſſeth the exceeding 
great worke of God, in making jſo great an enlargement or ad- 


dicion to his Church in fo ſhort a time: and doubtlefſe a man- 


mult get a diſpenſation for his underſtanding, to enable him to 
thinks or beleeve that within the compatſle of halfe a day, or lit- 
tle more at the mot, perhaps ſomewhat lefle, (for the former 
part of the day was well ſpent before Pcter began his Sermon, zer/. 
15, and how long he continued the Preaching is uncertain, 
it ſeemes he was not very briete, ver/. 40.) three thouſand per- 
ſons ſhuuld particularly and diltinatly one after another in 
the ſame place and betore the ſame perſons being examined 
and tryed, take a {olemne Covenant repeating the Contents 
and words thereof; doubtleſſe the art and method offſuch diſ- 
patch is utterly loſt and periſhed at this day, either the Co- 
venant they made was very bricfe, and but an a&ro yours,o: 
ſc the motion of their tongues in ſpeaking was much (wifter 
then 


——  ——— — — TC — — 


(5) 
then our thoughts:yon muſt favour your ſclfe beyond al reaſon 
in both theſe ſuppolitions, or elſe{appoſe no longer yous Co- 
yenant here. Betidey evident it is, that theſe that wrre ad- 
ded tothe Church, were baptized before; this is affirmed of 
them: Now being baprized,and thatin an orderly and right 
way, as youwill notdeny, this did immediately qualifie them 
for Church fellowſhip according to your ownegrounds, and 
the cruth ir ſelfe,therefore they needed not the mediation of af 
Covenant to make them capable hereof : ſo that you ſe anime 
poſſibility of any Covenant to be emplyecd here. And if you be 
not relievtd at this doore, there is little hopes to find more 
charity in this kind at others:Phs/ip required no other Cove 
nantor condition of the Exmuch ro qualifie him for baptitme, 
and thereby to give him entrance into the Church, but one» 
ly to beleeve in the Lord: ſelus with all his heart, and to 
profefſe itto him, A&.8. 37. When Saxlalfayed tojoyne him- 
ſelfewith the Diſciples at Hieruſalem, A&. 9g. 26. the reaſon 
why they declined him for a time, was not becauſe they ten- 
dered aCovenant to him and he retuſed it,but becauſe they were 
all afraide of him and belerved not that he was a Diſciple; im- 

lying that had they beleeved this concerning him that he 
hag bemts a' Diſciple, a beleever, they would have received 
him without any more adoe; yea upon Barnabar his meere Te- 
fimony of him withone any Covenant ſubſcribed, confeſſion 
made, or word ſpoken by himſelte, he was received, ver/. 
27.28, Soagaine Act, 11.24. there is mention made of many 
that were added or joyned to the Lord, z. e. were immembred 
into the Church, but no more words of any ſuch Covenant 
as you urge, then 4 deafe man may begre:[t you perate the paſſa- 
ges of the New Teſtament further, you will eſpie many more 
Starres of the conſtellation, neither. can you here have recourſe 
to thoſe Covenants mentionedin-the Old Teſtament, Ezra 10, 
3. Nebem:9,38, to patterne you withall, for then you flee to 
a Santinary which your ſelfe have polluted, by deſtroying all ſym- 
pathy and agreement betweene a rational! Church and that 
which you call inſtituted or particular: and beſides to forſake 
the guidance of the Spiritof Gor under the New Teſtament, 


toſccke to make out cur thoughts by the-old, is to. aske the 
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(8s) 
twilight in the Evening, whether it were light at ndone day, Mere- 
overif defire of brevity (ter the: preſent) did net binde my 
hands,it were cafie to demonſtrate urito you what a ſolemne 
diſagreement there is many wayes betweene theſe Covenants 
and yours,and particularly in that preciſe circumſtance which 
mult have relieved you. FT 
3- To me there is no imaginable ule or neceſlity of this your 
Covenant,becauſe beleevers, willing, or agreeing, to live to 
ther in the ſame body are bound by greater bonds a thouſand 
fold then any Covenant they can make betweene themſelves,to 
performe mutually all, and all manner of Iove,ſervice and 
Chriſtian duties whatſoever,Chriſt bimſelfe is the greateſt of bands, 
and of all manner of obligements or ingagements whatſoever, 
both to knit and hold Chriſtians together, and to make them 
of one heart and of one Soule,and to keepe them ſo : by whom 
(by Chriſt) all the body being coupled and knit together by every 
joynt, &c. Epbeſ.4.16. And where the Scripture ſpeakes of other 
bands with him and beſides him, (yct all relating to him) in- 
dearing and binding Chriſtians together as cloſe as ever their 
hearts and ſoules will packe or worke into one, amongſt them 
all your Covenant commeth not into any mention or rememn- 
brance, There is one body, one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your vocation, There is one Lord,onefaith,one 
baptiſme, one God and Father of all; ſurely if they had beene 
joyned and joynted together by any ſuch Covenant as you 
ſpeake of,aud this Covenant beeneof divine juſtification, and 
of that high and Soveraigne conſequence as to give them their 
very life, being and ſubſiſtence as a Church or body, the Apo- 
{tle could not have ſo farre forgot himſelte as not to have in- 
ventoried it amongſt its fellowes, eſpecially there being no 
place (that I can readily, call to mind) more commadious 
throughout all his writing3;ta- have made a particulay and an 
exprelle mention hereof then here: And for,my. part I freely 
and ingenuoufly and in the ſimplicity of my heart profefſeunto 
you,that I neither know what turther or greater dutyor fervice 
of love in any- kind I candelue or with of thoſe my brethren 
inChriſt,upon whom the providence of God together with my 
awnevoluncary'ele&ion either hath or hereafter ſhall Fall me in 
Chuzch 


(r) | 
- Church-fellowſhip, then what they ſtand bound by the common band 
of ourmutuall intereſt in the ſame God, in the ſame Lord, in 
the ſame baprtiſine, in the ſame faith, in the ſame hope,8&c. to exhi- 
bic, tender, and performe unto mee without the expreſſe of any 
ſuch covenant made with or unto me ;nor yet can I conceive how poſ- 
fibly I ſhould have any better, richer or ſtronger afſurance from them 
for the performance hereofunto me by the vertue or aide of any (ach 
covenant above what I have by the power of that grace and godlineſſe 
which (as farre asI amable to judge) worketh effeftually in them, 
and ſubje&eth-them to all the (aid bands and obligations; nor can I 
thinke that he whoſe ſtrength to doe evill will ſerve to tramp'e under feet the 
blood of the Lord Chriſt, ts caſt the. Commandements of the ghoriows God he- 
bind his backe to betray the-bope of his owne peace and glory, will ever 
be kept in a Chriſtian compaſſe towards me by any premite, band, or 
covenant of his owne, I.know not how to thinke ict a ſinne in me not 
todefire or exaCta greater ſecuritie for my portion in the Saints then 
God himſelfe hath given me, and eſtabliſhed me in: I heare your an- 
{wer bee, that your covenant reſpeR&cth as well every mans faithful- 
neſſe towards God as difcharge of dutie towards one another, and 
thereforein this regard (at lea(t ) there may be a neceſlitie of it. To this 
I makeanſier in few words; Firſt, why is not-then the unneceflary 
part, at leaſt of your Covenant (which I conceive is the En. 
that which concernes the Covenanters dutie towards his fellow ſtruck 
off? Secondly, if ſuch a Covenant as this, with or towards God bee ſo 
neceſſary a dutie, why is the place of it no where to be found among(t 
all the Commandements of God? doubtlefſe God requires it not at 
our hands, to be either more provident or zealous for his glory then be #s him- 
#lfe.Thirdly and laftly,it is neither Jawfall before bapriſme, nor neceſ- 
fary after ; therefore the neceſſitie of it falls to the ground, and is not 
defenſible; that it is not lawfull before baptiſme-is evident, becauſe it 
is not lawtull for a Church to receive the unbaptized into fellowſhip 
with them as members of that body, neither is there example or ap- 
arance of warrant in Scripturefor-ſuch athing. As evident itis that 
after baptiſme iris altogether unneceſſary, becauſe baptiſme dothim= 
mediately qualifie, for Church fellowſhip, (as hath beene ſayd, your 
owne principles not gaineſaying) and the Church it ſelfe, by admit- 
ting any to her baptiſme, (zpſo fav) admits into her fellowfhip and 
communion. Therefore I adde : 
4. Thar the requiring and exat7ing of ſuch a Covenant of men, = 
B The 
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the imparting of Church fellowſhip upon it, T conceive it to be an un- 
chriſtian wfterpation upon the conſciences of men, and a — of God , 
by laying ſuch a burderrupon his __ » which he mult give ſtrength 

more then otherwayes were neceſſary.) to beare, or otherwiſe they 
mult ſuffer (at leaſt) (if nor fall) under it;and I belceve, I know ſome 
worthy every wayes of the hononr (according'to the'line of men) 
who delirous of entrance into ſome 'of your Churches were turned 
back, by diſlike of that new doore of your Covenant. 

5. And laſtly, We conceivethe exaing and giving of fuch a Co- 
venantis not onely a thing unneceſſary 3 5 yiyesr wm, as ſomething 
above any thing that is written, but of worle inconvenience alſfo,(at leaſt,as 
many of thoſe that are ingaged in it, are wont to interpret and draw 
the importance hereof) tor many looke upon a Covenant they have 
made with a particular Church as a partition wall wholly to ſeparate 
them in care, affe&tion, dependance, and from all other Churches and 
the Saints of God throughout the world, and take it for an authenti- 
call diſcharge, andreleafe from heaven from troubling themſelves any 
wayes with the affaires of other Churches as miniſtringunto their ne- 
ceſlities at-any times. It was notmuch ſhort of this which a great de- 
fender of your faith profeſſed plainely unto. me not long fince, and 
that before ſome witneſſes. Calvin well obſerves upon Rom.16, 16. that 
Pauliſtudy and defire was by his carefull remembrance and ſending 
the mutuall ſalutations and greeting of one Charch to another,quantum 
in ſe eſt, mutuo amoris nexs devincire inter ſe omnia Cbriſti membra : 
As far as it lay inthis power, to bind all members of Chritt whatſoe- 
ver in oneand the ſame mutuall band of affefion together. Now if 
Pax] herein did the will and Commandement of God,(which I can- 
not thinke you will deny ) therr as your Saviour charged the Scribes 
and Phariſees, that they had made the Commandement of God of 
none effe& (they had taken a courſe to doe it, they had done that 
which dire&ly tended thereunto ) by their traditions,fo (we conceive) 
we may ;jultly ch::Jenge your Covenant for an il! looke, or maligne aſpett, 
upon that part of the will of God, wherein he deſires that all belce- 
vers, the world over ſhould defire to maintaine a free intercourſe of 
the deareſt love and tendereſt affeions one towards another. . 


ale. 
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I which ofus the Law of loveand Chriſtian acquain= 
tance rather impoſed it, to have firſt appeared in breaking this agree- 
nicnt, the ſame Law prohibites to diſpute, Whether ict. will eaſe the 
burthen on my part or no, I leaveto your ingenuitie to conſider and 
determine, but this I may truely ſay unto you, that I have had many 
_—_— from time to time ſince your departure from us, that have 
deerely longed after your boſome, and would hardly have beene kept 
from their longingtill now, but by a ſtrong hand of ſome indiſpen» 
C.5I: occaſions, and imployments otherwiſe ; And if my refpe&ts un- 
to youdid not command me to intreat you more gently in this :be- 
halfe,I might tcuely charge upon your ſelfe (in part) the occafion of 
my filence hitherto, your authority, grace, learning, parts, judge- 
ment & example, have made the ſtone of ſeparation amongus ſa maſlie 
and heavy that we are conſtrained to be at:double paines and labour 


in removing and rolling it from the conſciences of men. A great part 
| A2 of 


(10) 
of our imployment is to ſtanch the ifſue of that fountaine of blood, 
which you (1 preſume in fimplicity of heart for your part) have ope- 
ned in the wombe of our Churches here z wee hoping againe your re- 
union with us and returne unto us, through the power of our-Lord - 
Jeſus Chriſt bo zs zs able to give you-light to comprebend your darkeneſſe in 
tboſe things lying yet under diſpute betrreene us, are willing to ſave you” 
what ſorrow we canagainit the time of your teturne, and for this pwr- 
oleendeavour our ſelves to make your miitakes as innocent as may 
nt to keepeas many as we can tronrtalling thereby. Deare brother 
that there were a heart in us to Tay our heads together to finde ont (if 
offible) ſome courſe that the Sword may not alwayes thus devoure! doubt=- 
eſſe there are waters to be found that will much affixage the heate, if 
not wholly quench the flames of theſe contentions and diviions. How 
greatly is it to be lamented that he by whom God hath reconcil:d the world 
zo bimſelfe, ſhould be made s meanes of dividing this reconciled world between 
themſelves | The heavens (I doubt not) will accord us, yet were it our 
greater comfort and glory if they might be prevented herein by rhe 
carth. I verily belceve it would itrike a great {troake in compremilin 
this contention,it the great men and chiefe leaders on both fides could be 
perſwaded but to take faſt hold upon this free and noble reſolution, 
which yet I ſuppoſe we all intend to doe,ry #an%#z Wer war d Surbuny 
Ty xanvioe,ruther to do ſacrifice to the truth then to be in bondage to ſuppoſttions. 
Iknow not how to open my mouth wide enough to ſhew you the 
inlargement of my heart unto you, if wee ſaw the truth clearely with 
you, you ſhould not raigne alone, wee would doubtlefſe ar once divide 
ſuch a kingdome with you, Many indeed of your partie are ready to 
ſay in effe&, thatas it is heaven that ſeparated you from us, ſo it is 
the world that ſeparates us from you : But if you have the truth with 
you (which indeed if you have at leaſt in many of your beloved Max- 
imes, woe to my wits, reaſon and underſtanding; never poore man 
ſo ſtrangely miſuſed by ſuch friends in this world) it would never bee 
adebtor to ſuch interpretors or agents for it. As for the world, if it 
be as little on that {ide the Sea as it is-on this, it will never be ſo much 
as a moatein your eye to hinder you from ſeeing any truth of God 
clearely. But as little as it is with us, we thinke it roo great and too good 
to be ſacrificed uponthe ſervice of an errour at any time. Otherwiſe I doubr: 


.not but the Saints of God in England tread as light upon theearth, as: 


youdse in Holland,and are as ready to buy the truth and give as good 
rates for it as.the. beſt Merchantsamong you, but howſoever I knew 
that 


(11) 
that this left-handed ſpirit rules much in men of your way, who zot 
ontent to make our ftanding ndught, labour mnch to make us worſe then onr 
ſtandings, yet Imiake noqueſtion but your anointing teacheth you bet- 
ter, and more Chriſtian thoughts concerning us, And it wee judged 
it any advantage to the truth and cauſe we maintaine againſt you, wee 
durſt view moral] imputations with you, and are confdent that wee 
could aſſigne and ſuggeſt againſt you both as many and as likely indi- 
re& and felhly grounds for your departure from us as you can a- 
gainſtus for keeping cur hirititanding and profeſſion, But the truth 
will never be made great by ſuch demonſtrations or arguments as theſe 
oneither ſide, ſometimes the truth 1s there where a man for many reaſons 
would thinke there were leaſt hope to find it, and againe many times faire aver- 
tures, and many pleaſing inducements will ut decerve and diſappoint men in 
this kind, And as tor that kind of truth which wee inquire after and 
roylein the fireof contention to find out, viz. ſpiritual and divine, 
there is no ſubſtantiall and fatisfying meanes for the diſcovery of it, 
butby a holy, humble and unpartiall conſultation with the oracles of 
God, yea it it be of that ſpecics or eſpeciall kind of truth which is not 


ſpread (like the Mannah) upon the face of the Scriptures, but lyeth 
low amongſt thedeepe things of God, 1 Cor. 2, 10, as it ſeemeth your ' 


truth in thoſe queſtions depending betwceneus in part doth, now it 
is not ſufficient ſimply to conſult or aske (as it were) the Scriptures 
concerning them, but they muſt be examined and re-examined againe 
ardagaine, both folitary and in conſort,they muſt bee put hometo it, 
and urged,and prefied cloſe together before they will ſpeake their mind 
plainely in this caſe or deliver out any of this treaſure, yea in many 
caſes a man mult be content to goe to one end of the Scripture to know 


what they meane in the other, yea (that which is much conſiderable, -+ 


and I feare wants that which belongs to it) they may ſecme to deliver * 
many pleaſing and plaufible anfwers under the {Fadow whereof the * 


judgements and conſciences of men be much refreſhed for a ſeaſon, ſo 
that they may be ready to {houte for joy, and congratulate themſelves 
with his acclamation that faid 6:42@,ivamg,he had found,he had found, 
and yet none of theſe anſwers, neither be the 73 {#4wercy, the true di- 
re& and bottome meaning of them : As Sanyſon gave Dalilab anſwer 
upon anſwer to her queſtion or demand, which pleaſed her for a time 
carrying a ſemblance of realitic and truth.in them, bur ſtill her expe- 
rience diſcovered the inſuffciency of them, and then ſhe reje&ed them 
and would not give over till ſhee __ the true anſwer indeed, Judg.16, 
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8. ſy doubtleſſe the Scriptures may in many places (co our apprehen, 


livns) affirme many things,and deliver out many notions of choyſe ap.. 
probation tous fora time, the weakenefle and etfte&ts whereof not. 
withitanding. farther time & experience and a clearer light may diſco- 
ver, yca there may from the ſame Scripture riſe up many meanings 
and interpcetations before us one afrer another, that may bee in our 
eyes as E!12b Feſſes eld: fi ſore was in Samuels (when hee was ſent to an- 
noynt one of his ſonnes for King) ſurely (to he looking on Eliab 
the Lords annointed,is beforc him, but he was yet a great way off from 
the Lords annointed there was Elihab, Abinabad, and Shannuab, and 
more then as many more preſented beforc him, before David came in 
light, who was the Lords annointed indeed, he was behind and a 
great way off in the field, and mutt be ſent for before he comes: fo the 
annointed ſenſe and meaning ofthe Scriptures may yet be farre off 
when we perſwade our ſelves with the greateſt confidence it is before 
us:And as he ſaid of benefits, rlta perdend.z ſunt ut ſemel ponas bene, A 
man miſt beſtow many 2miſſe, that he may beſtow one well, (o many tines 
a man mult caſt away many interpretations of Scripture, (and thoſe 
ſometimes ſuch as otherwiſe he would not wittingly part with) 
thar he may interpret at lait as he ought to doe. I make no queſtion 
bur you have had experience hereof in your ſelfe more then once; for 
my part Iconteſſe it hath beene a very frequent thing with me in the 
courſe of my {tudies and meditations, to meet with both from the 
pens or mouthes of others, and by mine owne conceptions alſo, ſome 
interpretations which have much afte&ted me upon the firſt greeting, 
yea which tor a time I have nouriſhed in my boſome, -and have 
treaſure of, and yet afterward have apparently ſcene, that 5 Synave;; 
arSeore Far, my rqoycing was not good, and by a ſtrong hand of 
ſuperior conviftion have beene compelled to call that darkenefſe, and 
ſro ealt it from me which ſometimes I called light, S&kept cloſe unto. 

Wherefore I beſeech you by the tender mercies of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
by the glory of thoſe many talents given unto you, the ſtrength wher- 
vf,methinkes, ſhould ſo worke, as to breake through a napkin and/di(- 
daine ſo weake and contemptible an inclolure, once more to ſurvey 
with a jingle,unpartiall and dilingaged eye, your preſent thoughts 
and apprehenſions concerning theſe rhings which have removed you 
- trom off un EngliſÞ T 2b, and put you under a Holland Biuſhell, Con- 
filenc I am that there is a light beyond your light in theſe matters, 
and which you are very capable ot, if your eyesby your long {lumber 
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be not over heavy to open.I profeſſe in the'ſight of God, & in as great 
ſinglenefſe and-ſimplicity of heart as eyer man in this world ſpake 
word unto you, that I doe as clearcly apprehend error and miltake 
rhroughout the greateſt part of your way, as I doe in this conclution, 
that twice two makes foure. The neceſſity of ycur Covenant, Prolix 
confeſſion of faith putting men to delzuer their judgements in points of donbif: * 
diſputations pon and before their admiſſion} into your Churcher ; the power 
of the Keyes and of ordiaation of Paltorsro be the right and inheri- 
tance of the whole body of the Congregation and of every mem- 
ber indifferently, and promiſcuout]y,thedivine inſtitution or perem 

tory neceſſity of your ruling Elders, the necellity of widowes as Offi» 
cers in the Church, the abſolute neceſlity of one and the ſame govern- 
ment or diſcipline in all particulars whatſoever for allChurches, in all 
rimesand places,a full and peremptory determination of all things 
whatſoever appertaining to the worſhip of God,with divers ſuch like 
poſitions (which are the verylite, ſoule, and ſubſtance of your way) 
1 am at perfeR peace in my thoughts that you will never be able to = 
monſtrate or prove from the Scriptures to any ſober minded or conſi- 
dering man, Iamloath to overcharge you with words or writings; 
To delire you to returne and to repaire the breach you have made upon 
us, I conteſſe were a hard mention, and of flender hope to be obtai- 
ned, were itnot made to a truely great and noble ſpirit: and (Ceteris 
paribw) the requelt were more reaſonable from you to me,and others 
with mee to goe over to you then, that wee ſhould deſire yoa to returns 
back unto us, becauſe you have ſuffered already (at leaſt in the 
thoughts of many) under the diſparagement of ſome inconſtancy, 


andequall it is when there is notſome over-ruling reaſon to the con» 


trary, that burdens ſhould-notbe doubled, but rather divided, Put 
herein I beſeech you conſider your advantage is the greater, you have 
by this meanes 24a woiar, g greater and better ſacrifice, to offer upon 
the ſervice of the truth and Golpell of Jeſus Chritt, then wee, if you 
can apprehend the truth with us, and deny your {elfe the ſecond time 
in comming over to us. And yet give me leavetoſay thisunto you, 
though your reſtitution to us|be one of the firſt borne of my joy in 
this worlds wiſhes,& the daphoro? would be unto me abovethe dayes 
of the yeaze, yet had I rather mourne over your abſence (till, then 
bring you hither any other wayes then by an Angell of light, I reliſh 
no ſatisfa&tion to any my requelts from any,but what I purchaſe more 


by reafoning, then by requeſting; and for-your part I know that in- 
novations 


(14) 
3novations bf this nature, « friend and a feather are alike, except reaſon 
make the difference, I have made upon ſome words'of encouragement 
from your mouth (related unto me by D.P. Jand propound a Qtiere uri 
to you concerning the head of your way, your Church Covenant, with 
ſome reaſons hereof; If you be willing to treat with your old friend 
in a way of this commerce, I ſhall hereafter (God willing,as health 
and liberty agree)dehire like fatisfation of you in ſome other particu- 
lars of your way,if the motion diſlike you,neither haveI any further 
pleaſure init, it you ſhall ſuſpend your anſwer, give mee leave ſo farre 
to pleaſe my ſelfe, as to interpret your filencea ground of hope that 
your owne comming is net farre off z or otherwiſe it your anſwer bee 
too {trong for me, and able to remove my mountaines out of my way, 
they are not Seas that ſhall keepe friends aſunder any longer , I am 
yours (it you care to owne me) ſend mee over the ſilver and bright 
ſhining wings of truth, and upon theſe I come flying over to you out 
of hand, I would be asglad of a bargaine of truth at any rate whatſoe- 
ver as another, God having taught me how to drowne the world in 
the leait drop of the water of life: onely this I delire may be the Law 
of diſpute betweene us, that fince the ſtrength of the confidence of 
your way is ſuch as to breake out into a departure from ns (and I cor- 
ceive double light 35 required for ſeparation in any kind, whereas ſingle light 
ſafficeth for any man continuing in his ſtanding )you will goeto worke as 'a 
Prince and nt 45 a begger, and command the trath which you hold and 
practiſe in oppoſition to us, by a high hand of pregnant and exprefſe 
Scriprures,and not beg any thing by any looſe or faint interpretation 
orſuppol:tion; wee looke forletter for letrer, word for word, and 
tittle tor tittlc, to the proofe of all you maintaine againſt us, and - 
judge it ftomewhat hard to be forſaken in fach a manner, onely becauſe 
our logique is more dull and leſſe piercing then yours ; 1 have uſed the more : 
Iibertic of fpecch unto you becauſe I know you are able to beare it, - 
and pity ir is but a good paire of ſhou!ders ſhould now and then bee : 
ballanced. The mightie God and Father of our Lord ſeſtts Chrilt teach 
as how to maxeſomething our of nothing, and by the' uſe of a miſe... 
rable diſtrafted and broken world, how we may compaſſe and fetch in 
the dayes of Eternitie, Grace, Peace,and Truth be multipl yed unto you 
and yours, from the great fountaine of theſe heavenly treaſtres. 

Towrs m the Loyd for tbegreateſt | ſerwicex 
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